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Providing science advice or Pushing on a string – Which is easier?

Most national governments proudly espouse their acknowledgement of the centrality of science, technology and innovation for national socio-economic development. These acknowledgements are usually accompanied by statements recognizing the value of science advice for policy making. Some countries will move from these acknowledgements and recognitions to consciously evolving an ecosystem of demand-driven science. There are also instances where an ecosystem for science advice evolves less consciously from the point of view of government but fails to induce demand from the government and society at large. Even more fascinating are the instances where a science advice ecosystem is consciously developed, ostensibly in recognition and acknowledgement of the centrality of science, technology and innovation in meeting national development agenda, but the demand for such advice fails to materialise.  This presentation will focus on the latter two instances where science advice still has to be embedded into policy making but policy makers act in ways that suggest that they either do not believe they require such advice or do not know that they require such advice.
